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for ever the powers of evil and of the evil ones, and establish
once for all his direct dominion over the universe and all his
creatures. When the time of the coming Kingdom was close
at hand, the hosts of Satan would enjoy a period of supreme
power, but their triumph would be swiftly followed by total
annihilation.1

But the prototype of this vast drama, which unfolds itself
in time till it ends on the threshold of the eternal Kingdom of
God, is to be found in Mazdeism, and was borrowed from
Mazdeism. The Jewish dernonology described above was, as
a whole and in its essence, the result of contamination during
the Persian period. Those Greek elements which are con-
spicuous in the Judseo-Alexandrian demonology 2 remained
secondary in Palestine and only affected details of the system.
It is significant that the first Jewish text to give an instructive
picture of demonology in Israel is the story of Tobit, which
shows close connexions with Mesopotamia. It is still more
striking that the name of the horrible demon who appears in
this book as the murderer of the seven unfortunate husbands
of Sarah, the daughter of Raguel (Tobit iii. 7-8), is called
Asmodeus. Now this Asmodeus is the Parsee Eshem-der, and
the Zend Afahma-daeva ; according to the Avesta* he was the
demon of lust and the most dangerous of all the evil ones.
We have here, so to speak, one of the bridges by way of which
Mesopotamian and Iranian influences made their way into
Palestine.4

These influences were responsible for the introduction, or
at least the widespread development, of beliefs and super-
stitions which had very important practical consequences.
For the Jews of Jesus' day Palestine was a land peopled by
good or evil spirits. They were constantly aware of their
presence, sometimes as visible apparitions, but more often
through the effects, for good or ill, of their ceaseless activity.
A man who claimed to speak in God's name and to prepare his
ways was known as a true recipient of the sign of Jahweh by his
intimacy with angels, and still more by his authority over
demons.

The dynamis or special capacity which Jesus was said to
have bestowed on the Apostles before sending them out on
their mission consisted in "power and authority over all evil
spirits, and to cure diseases'' (s^ovaia em ndvra ra dai/^ovia KOI
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